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Integrative Analysis:  Military Threats to Security from States
Introduction
In the past, conflicts between states have caused devastating loss of property and life that left the parts of the world unstable and suffering from war effects (Hough, 2013). In addition, the harm that comes with these wars may not be limited to life and property. The environment suffers a significant setback when conflict arises for various reasons. For instance, the mass movement of military equipment, including aircraft and warships, contributes to an increase in environmental pollution. To date, inter-state conflicts remain the most significant threat to security since their occurrence in the past has shown the incomparable effects it has on humanity if compared to other threats of world security such as terrorism. Prelude to the present order and the new world order are topics that interest me in the chapter “military threats to security from states.
Prelude to the Present Order
In my view, the events of conflicts and uncertainties between states in the past have contributed not only to the negative impacts on global security and present order but have had positive effects as well. For instance, the cold war, in my view, has served to bring the peace that we enjoy today, although it led to the occurrence of sponsored conflicts in Vietnam and Korea. With the race to develop nuclear weapons between the United States and the USSR, a nuclear deterrence developed, making it difficult for a state to engage another in the war for fear of the consequences that would arise from such conflicts (Knock. 2019). The traditionalists' view that the cold war could be blamed on the USSR may not be absolutely true for the obvious reasons. First, the USSR had seen what a nuclear weapon could do to populations after dropping the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. Again, the advantage that a country with such a weapon could have in war and all global affairs could have served as an awakening call to the USSR. In my view, the USSR refused to cooperate with its former war ally, the United States, to develop a nuclear arsenal that could match the sophisticated American weapons to create a power balance. 
The United States' actions during the cold war are also significant and crucial to the creation of the present order. Having learned from history, the country could not sit and watch the USSR rise to military supremacy since the foreign policy for the Soviet Union presented a possibility of a future repetition of the Nazis' attempt to rule the world (Knock, 2019). Therefore, the United States had to respond accordingly and ensure it was armed to prevent such an event. The end of the cold war, primarily attributed to the United States president Mr. Nixon in my opinion, paved the way for the end of the colonization period. The reason is that colonizing states had nowhere to hide since the cold war was no longer there to serve as a shadow for their deeds in the colonized states. The U.S. support for self-rule contributed significantly to the decolonization and has continued to influence global issues to date. This support to self-rule was seen in action in Kuwait when United Nations and the U.S.-led coalition forced occupying Iraqi forces in 1991. In addition, for the first time, the USSR and the U.S. worked together to put sanctions against Iraq for invading Kuwait, a show of unity and the possible birth of new world order. In my view, this event was a show of a united world to fight common enemies that threatened world peace and stability. The events of decolonization, the end of the cold war and the call for self-rule & freedom have led to the new world order.
The New World Order
After the end of the cold war and the beginning of a new era that emphasized global cooperation on critical issues is attributed to the relative existence of peace since the 1990s to date (Hough, 2013). However, many analysts still have questions on whether the cold war ended or continued in the shadows of activities in the United Nations (U.N.). The topic points out issues of the Korean peninsular and the U.S.-Chinese relations to signify a prolonged cold war period in different dimensions. In my view, the cold war might be over, but that does not signify that world peace is an assured right or freedom to enjoy. Adversaries are bound to exist since it is impossible to dictate what other states or administrations in countries should or should not do. These uncertainties dictate actions by states to develop ties with others to ensure that in case a conflict occurs, they could attain a unified approach.
The persistence of NATO is another issue that concerns Russia in the post-cold war period (Hough, 2013). It is peculiar that the United States went ahead to recruit former members of the Soviet Union into the NATO alliance after USSR collapsed. In addition, former members of the Warsaw pact were admitted into NATO creating tensions between Russia and the U.S. However, countries' start of the disarmament programs is an indication of progress towards achieving an entirely new world order where people would feel more secure and free. I believe that the events that reflect a continuation of the cold war are simply hangovers from the conflict that will ultimately come to an end and pave the way for the realization of a new order that encourages cooperation over conflict, unity over division, and free rule over dictatorship.
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